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was a serpent and a viper'. He set out alone, blabbed of his in-
tention en route^ and arrived at the Tower instead of the Palace.
Probably he was a little mad, but if he had not also been loose-
tongued It would have been no disqualification for his task.
Immediately on top of his frustrated plan carne Throckmorton's
revelations, and the country was still under the excitement of
them when on 30 June 1584, another attempt was made, this
time successfully, to kill William of Orange.

To fan alarm still more - if that were possible - two months
later came further revelations of the wide-flung conspiracy
against Elizabeth* when the Dutch authorities, probably at
a hint from Walsingham, intercepted a vessel bound for Scot-
land on which was the Jesuit Creighton, a person deep in
the conspiracy. As he was about to be taken, he tore up and
threw over board a paper describing the 'Enterprise' in detail,
but providentially the pieces were blown back on the deck,
collected, and carefully fitted together. Creighton was sent to
England, and there confessed what he knew.

Is it any wonder that a wave of passionate indignation swept
over Protestant England? The previous winter, as Elizabeth
went from London to Hampton Court, throngs of people had
come to see her pass by: kneeling on the ground they wished
her a thousand blessings, and prayed that those who meant her
harm might be discovered and punished as they deserved.

But the galling fact was that as long as Elizabeth remained
squeamish about taking Mary's life, disloyal Catholics had little
to lose and everything to gain by violence. Were Elizabeth to
be slain, chaos would follow: there would be no Council, no
judges, no royal officials anywhere, as their commissions died
with the monarch; no one would be entitled to avenge her mur-
der; in all probability Mary would succeed to the crown with
impunity. In October, the Council took steps to meet this mon-
strous situation. They drew up a Bond of Association, pledging
its signatories, in the event of an attempt being made on Eliza-
beth's life with a view to advancing some person to the throne,
not only to disallow that person's succession, but to kill him -
or, we should say, her - by any means they could. The Protestant